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GENESIS Lesson 31 – 6/09/19 

Esau plots revenge 

27:41: And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his 

father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning 

for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother Jacob. 

27:42: And these words of Esau her elder son were told to Rebekah: 

and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, 

Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself, 

purposing to kill thee. 

27:43: Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to 

Laban my brother to Haran; 

27:44: And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn 

away; 

27:45: Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget 

that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch thee 

from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one day?  

27:46: And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the 

daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such 

as these which are of the daughters of the land, what good shall my 

life do me? 

We have mentioned how God foreknew Esau and what was in his heart 

(see Lesson 28), and we believe God was justified in electing that the 

elder would serve the younger. 

After Jacob “stole” the blessing, Esau was plotting to kill Jacob. 
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1 John 3:15: Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know 

that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 

Esau was envious that Jacob got the blessing, and was ready to kill him 

once dad kicked the bucket. Envy that Jacob would have more than he! 

But Isaac lived approximately another 50 years, putting a damper in his 

plan. 

Revenge is a comforting thought to those who feel they have been 

wronged. Albert Einstein said, “Weak people revenge. Strong people 

forgive. Intelligent people ignore.” 

Rom. 12:19: Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give 

place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 

the Lord. 

Someone among the servants hears of Esau’s plans, and they go and 

tell Rebekah. 

Let me ask you this. What would motivate someone to squeal on Esau? 

Have you worked with someone who is a brute? When you see him 

doing something wrong, what first comes to mind? 

I am reading between the lines, but Isaac’s servants probably didn’t like 

Esau. He was probably the typical “want to get ahead at any cost 

manager”. Most people don’t like working for those types. 

So the disgruntled employee now has a chance to get back at Esau. 

“Hey, Mrs. Isaac, Esau is planning on offing Jacob as soon as Mr. Isaac 

keels over.” 

We have seen how Rebekah is a type of the church. And what do we 

see in her life? Lack of trust in God’s promises. God promised her that 
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the elder shall serve the younger. When Isaac was about to bless Esau, 

she gets involved. And now when she hears of Esau’s plans to terminate 

Jacob, she once again gets involved. The fancy word to describe killing 

one’s sibling is fratricide. 

Rebekah is showing us that she is living by sight, not by faith. Rebekah 

says, “Obey my voice,” and not “Obey the voice of the Lord.” So 

Rebekah sends Jacob to her brother; she said go there a few days, until 

your brother has calmed down. 

The few days Jacob was to stay with Rebekah’s brother Laban in Haran 

turned out to be 20 years. Rebekah lost her favorite son and now she 

has to deal with her heathen daughter-in-laws. She says to Issac, “I am 

weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth.”  

Again we see Rebekah trying to manipulate the situation. Her complaint 

to Isaac prompts him to send Jacob away. 

Despite what Rebekah did, what Esau did, what Jacob did, and what 

Isaac should have done, God’s purpose was still fulfilled. 

Isaac blesses Jacob 

28:1: And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and 

said unto him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan.  

28:2: Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's 

father; and take thee a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban 

thy mother's brother. 

28:3: And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and 

multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people; 
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28:4: And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed 

with thee; that thou mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a 

stranger, which God gave unto Abraham. 

28:5: And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padan-aram unto 

Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and 

Esau's mother. 

This is how it should have gone all along. “And Isaac called Jacob and 

blessed him.” Remember Abraham? He sent Ishmael away, and who 

got the blessing? Issac. Isaac could have done the same thing with 

Jacob. 

Instead, we had family drama that resulted in all sorts of sin. By now 

Isaac had resigned himself that this was the will of God and commands 

his son Jacob not to take a wife from the land of Canaan. 

Now Isaac is the one commanding Jacob to go to Padan-Aram; and he is 

to go seek, and stay with Bethuel, Laban’s father. Padan-Aram means 

the Field of Aram; the Field of Syria. 

We will see later in the story how manipulation, trickery, and deception 

run in the family. Rebekah is just like her older brother. Family traits 

don’t fall far from the tree. 

In verse 4 Isaac clarifies the blessing that Jacob received, it was the 

Abrahamic blessing. Isaac basically said to Jacob: “God Almighty bless 

you with the blessing of Abraham.” 

Jacob did not deserve the blessing, he wanted it and through deception 

received, and by virtue of being Abraham’s grandson he now “officially” 

inherits the blessing. 
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Jacob prepares to travel eastward to the region where his mother 

Rebekah was raised. He would not see his family again for more than 20 

years. 

Deut. 26:5: And thou shalt speak and say before the LORD thy God, A 

Syrian ready to perish was my father, and he went down into Egypt, 

and sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, 

mighty, and populous: 

The Jews, Syrians, Arabs, share the same ancestry yet they are 

constantly at war with each other! 

Esau marries the daughters of Ishmael 

28:6: When Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away 

to Padan-aram, to take him a wife from thence; and that as he blessed 

him he gave him a charge, saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the 

daughters of Canaan; 

28:7: And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone 

to Padan-aram; 

28:8: And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac 

his father; 

28:9: Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he 

had Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of 

Nebajoth, to be his wife. 

We have commented on Esau, and why he did this in Lesson 28. But he 

did this out of sheer spite. Esau feels betrayed and wants to get back at 

mom and dad; and he knows that by marrying the daughters of Canaan 

he can do this. The daughters of Canaan did not please his father Isaac.  
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Dr. Jack Patterson said—not an exact quote, “Never allow your hurt to 

be cause to hurt someone else.” 

The girl Esau now marries was of the daughters of Canaan, but we are 

also told she was Ishmael’s daughter. Reading between the lines, we 

can assume that Ishmael himself married the daughters of Canaan—do 

you wonder why? (See Gen. 24) 

I want to give you something interesting. Tradition says that Ishmael’s 

second wife was called Fatima. And Muhammed’s daughter, the 

founder of Islam, was also named Fatima. 

Our Lady of Fátima, formally known as Our Lady of the Holy Rosary of 

Fátima, is a Catholic title of the Virgin Mary. It is based on the famed 

Marian apparitions reported in 1917 by three shepherd children from 

Fátima, Portugal. 

So Ishmael’s daughters were in the house of Isaac—and we know what 

transpired between the two boys (Isaac and Ishmael). 

Esau now marries Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, he had already 

married Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, Bashemath the 

daughter of Elon the Hittite, Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 

Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the Hivite, and Bashemath another 

daughter of Ishmael. (See Ge. 26:34; 36:2-3). 

Jacob meets God 

28:10: And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. 

28:11: And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, 

because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and 

put them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 
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28:12: And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and 

the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels of God 

ascending and descending on it. 

28:13: And, behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the LORD 

God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon 

thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed; 

28:14: And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt 

spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to 

the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the 

earth be blessed. 

28:15: And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all places 

whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will 

not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of. 

28:16: And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD 

is in this place; and I knew it not. 

28:17: And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place!  this is 

none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

28:18: And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone 

that he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil 

upon the top of it. 

28:19: And he called the name of that place Bethel: but the name of 

that city was called Luz at the first. 

Jacob heads east, in obedience to his parents, Isaac and Rebekah. One 

thing that differentiated Jacob from Esau is his willingness to obey his 

parents. 
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You have to give Jacob credit for taking off on his own, and trek 550 

miles northeast! Eliezer had a caravan with him when he went to 

Haran. Jacob now joins his father and grandfather and becomes a 

wanderer, a sojourner of the land; having the title deed, but never 

possessing it. 

 

And during his journey, he stopped at a certain place, and decided to 

rest. He chose a few soft stones, fluffed them a little and went to bed. 

And as he slept, he had a dream. And in his dream he met God. This is 

usually the place where most meet God—in a dark, lonely place, when 

life is full of trials, running away from problems. Jacob had just 

deceived his dad, went along with mom’s heist of the century, and now 

his twin brother wants him dead. 
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In this moment of fear, loneliness, and isolation Jacob is at last at a 

place where God can deal with him. Jacob gets the second greatest 

revelation of his life. 

In his dream, Jacob sees a ladder that reaches to heaven. We call this 

Jacob’s ladder. And he sees angels going up and down the ladder. And 

right where the ladder meets heaven God was standing—“the Lord 

stood above it.” And now the Lord speaks to Jacob, as He spoke to Isaac 

and as He had spoken to Abraham. Jacob had no doubt heard about the 

Lord God who appeared to Abraham and to Isaac, but now this same 

God personally meets Jacob. 

Again, we see more typology in this story. We see a ladder connecting 

heaven and earth. Who do suppose the ladder represents? Jesus—in 

John 1:51 He makes it clear that He is the only way to heaven. Jesus the 

Redeemer is the ladder. 

John 1:51: And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 

and descending upon the Son of man. 

The angels had been keeping watch over Jacob; the angles are 

ascending before they are descending. 

Heb. 1:14: Are they (angels) not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 

minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation? 

The Abrahamic blessing is repeated one more time. “And thy seed shall 

be as the dust of the earth…” this is the literal promise given to 

Abraham (Gen.13:15), then to Isaac (Gen. 26:3), and now to Jacob (Gen. 

28:13-14). 
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Again you will see the two parts to the blessing; the first part is the land 

grant and the promise to become as the dust of the earth and the 

second part is that through Jacob, through Christ, all the families of the 

earth would be blessed. 

It is interesting to note that God gives Jacob this promise as he is 

running away…a type of the backslidden Christian, who will inherit 

eternal life despite his condition. 

2 Cor. 1:20: For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him 

Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 

Spurgeon said, “The God of Bethel is a God who does concern himself 

with the things of earth, not a God who shuts himself up in heaven, but 

God who hath a ladder fixed between heaven and earth.” 

Just as God was interested in Jacob’s life, He is interested in your life. 

God gives Jacob one more promise: “I am with thee…for I will not leave 

thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to thee of…” 

God gave to Jacob the same kind of promise He gave us in Phil. 1:6: 

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good 

work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

God won’t let us go until His work in us is complete. But it is 

conditioned upon our continued fellowship with Him. 

Phil. 1:5: For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 

This promise is repeated throughout the scriptures. 
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Deut. 31:6: Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of 

them: for the LORD thy God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not 

fail thee, nor forsake thee. 

Josh. 1:5: There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the 

days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail 

thee, nor forsake thee. 

Josh. 1:9: Have not I commanded thee?  Be strong and of a good 

courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God 

is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 

It is very important for the child of God to know that God will never 

leave you nor forsake you. 

1 Chr. 28:20: And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of good 

courage, and do it: fear not, nor be dismayed: for the LORD God, even 

my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, until 

thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house of the LORD. 

Heb. 13:5: Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be 

content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 

thee, nor forsake thee. 

Why do you think God repeats this over and over again? Because He 

wants us to get it. 

When Jacob awoke, he knew God had spoken to him. He chided himself 

for not being “spiritual” enough to discern the presence of God. 

The two disciples walking along the road, heading to Emmaus, had the 

same reaction when they realized it was Jesus talking to them. 
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Luke 24:32: And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within 

us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the 

scriptures? 

Jacob was right in sensing the presence of the Lord at Bethel, which in 

Hebrew means “the place of God”.  But Jacob was wrong in thinking 

that God is in some places but not in others. “Surely the LORD is in this 

place.” 

David says in Psalms 139:7: Whither shall I go from thy spirit?  or 

whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

It is imperative that God’s Spirit is with us at all times in order for us to 

accomplish that which He has called to. 

Jacob comments on “how dreadful was this place!” Dread in our KJV 

Bible means to hold in awe, in reverence, in profound fear; all 

combined into one. 

Later, when speaking to Jacob, God refers to Himself as the God of 

Bethel (Genesis 31:13). Bethel would eventually become a high place, 

known as a place where sacrifices to idols were made (1 Kings 13:32, 

Hos. 10:15, Amos 4:4). 

Jacob uses the stone he had laid his head on as an altar to God. With no 

animal to offer to God, he instead pours the oil he had out before the 

Lord, anointing the stone to God. 

I want to point out all the typology found in this story. You will find 

Jesus in the “ladder” (vs. 12), in the “gate” (vs. 17), in the “house” (vs. 

17), and in the “stone” (vs. 18). The stone which Jacob used as his 
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pillow is now “anointed.” Thus the “Rock” of Jacob (Deut. 32:31) turns 

out to be the anointed Messiah. 

And Jacob vows a vow to God, that if God blesses him, then when he 

returns to the land of Canaan, he will give back to God one-tenth of all 

that God gives him. This is the second time we see the tenth mentioned 

by a man of God, being given to God as an offering in response to His 

blessings. We will look at this more in depth next week. 


